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About the problems, arise at the initial stage of bilingual education
ABSTRACT

Researchers’ interest towards relationship and mutual influence between bilingualism and cognitive
development has not weakened during the last two decades. Different approaches to this issue might
cause both trust and distrust of bilingual education. The question whether bilingual helps or hinders
the development of students’ cognitive skills is still open. The reliable answer to this question is very
important for further implementation of bilingual education. Despite the type of bilingual education
that will be chosen (transitional or immersional), the serious attention should be paid to definition of
students’ language competence at each learning stage. It is important to ensure a timely transition to a
new level of bilingual education. Transition to a higher level of education, which is based on an ade-
quate assessment of child's language competence, can be considered as key issue in research of the
methodologists. As shown by practice and research in various countries, bilingual teaching is success-
ful only if the student has sufficient language competence to the development of school subjects and
execution of cognitive operations in the two languages. As shown by research and experiments carried
out in Canada the United States and Europe, to develop the skills of academic knowledge in the first
stage of language learning is possible if in the learning process is a legitimate functional distribution
of native and foreign languages, there is a meaningful change in language that is clearly driven by the
selected linguistic and cognitive tasks. Is it possible to keep the place of the development of cogni-
tive skills by means of conscious change of languages and what is meant by "a conscious change"?
In this article we will try to answer these questions by considering the examples of audio recordings of
several bilingual lessons and discuss the validity of this change. In bilingual education is widely used
language change, which is also called a change of language code, which makes the learning process
more organized and systematic. In this paper we have analyzed several examples of changing the lan-
guage code and try to show obvious example how the various exercises can be enriched as in the lexi-
cal and the cognitive point of view.



